News from the Nest

13" November 2009
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El WELCOME

Building work to be iinished by January!

Dear Parents,

We are finally facing the last push on the building front and | can share the good news
that we are ahead of schedule and all the refurbishment work will be completed by the
end of December. The staff car park is due to be finished next week and by the
beginning of December all of the staff will be able to use the back entrance and park
behind the school. This will be much better for everyone — most importantly, it will be
safer for the children, but it will also be better for parents waiting to pick up children at
the end of the school day and for the staff who have had to cope with double parking
and cars getting scratched during the building work!

FAMILIES K] InJanuary Mrs Armitage will be welcoming all parents and interested visitors to visit her
new training room, equipped with computers, an interactive whiteboard and kitchen.
We will also have additional space where parents will be able to wait if they are needing
to visit school or for a course to start etc. Parents will be able to wait comfortably, have a
chat to Kath, and get a cup of coffee! There will also be more office space and rooms
where parents can meet with a member of staff to discuss their child away from the busy
front entrance.

FAMILIES E

The building work has taken 2 % years and a total of nearly £7 million pounds has
been spent on our children and their education. It has been frustrating and difficult at
times to deal with the inconveniences of working around a building site but | think
everyone would agree it has all been worth the pain — | know the children certainly
think so —they love our new school! In the run up to Christmas we face the last bit of
inconvenience and disruption from the building programme. Whilst we are so short of
space and still only have one hall which has to be used for all PE and as a dining hall
and for assemblies we are not able to put up a stage or have slots in the timetable to
use the hall for rehearsals for Christmas productions. For this year only we will be
doing something slightly different — but we hope involving just as much, if not more
fun!

We are going to invite all the parents in each year group (Y1 —Y4) into school to join the children in a
special Christmas Crafts morning. In your child’s class you will get the chance to join your child in making
some quality Christmas craft items to take home. The children will also entertain you with some Christmas
songs (We do want you to join in with a few such as Rudolph the Red nosed Reindeer!) and serve you with
coffee and mince pies. Year 5 and 6 are going to invite you to join them in a Christmas

e Carol Service at the church — this year to be held during school time so that all the children
can take part. Our youngest children will be dressing up and sharing some Christmas songs
0 with you within the Reception and Nursery class areas. (Please see overleaf for the details

and times of all the plans for Christmas).



We will also be holding a Grand Christmas Draw instead of our normal Christmas Fair. The first prize will be
£100 cash. Again this is a one off for this year as we simply do not have anywhere to store the mountain
of toys, books, tombola items and everything else you so generously give us to sell. All the table top and
wooden children’s fair games are packed away into storage in containers until Mrs Armitage’s office and
storage area is complete in the refurbishment. We will be sending home books of tickets to enable
everyone to take part — Good luck!

We would like to give you advance notice of a very special day in June — Friday 11" o
June when we are holding a special opening day to celebrate the completion of the % v
new school. All the children will be involved in the celebration day —and we will
having a very special carnival at school for children, parents, relatives, members of
the community — everyone! We are already arranging jugglers, candy floss, clowns,
dancers, - even a fire eater! Watch this space for more news in the new year!

Best wishes, g
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Christmas Activities

Each child will bring home a personal Christmas invitation for you with the details of their special
celebrations. Dates are as follows:

Foundation Stage Christmas

Parents of children in Dragonflies and Ladybirds (Miss Bloomer’s class) on the morning of
Tuesday 8" December

Parents of children in Caterpillars and Butterflies (Miss Jordan’s class) on the afternoon of
Wednesday 9" December

Parents of children in Morning Nursery is on the morning of Friday 11" December
Parents of children in Afternoon Nursery is on the afternoon of Thursday 10" December

Years1-4

Year 1 — Christmas Celebration & Crafts on the morning of Thursday 10" December.
Year 2 — Christmas Celebration & Crafts on the morning of Wednesday 9" December.
Year 3 — Christmas Celebration & Crafts on the morning of Tuesday 15" December.
Year 4 — Christmas Celebration & Crafts on the morning of Friday 11" December.

Upper School —Years 5 and 6
Y5&Y6 — Christmas Carol Service at St Francis Church, 1:30pm Monday 14"
December.

Children will also enjoy a Christmas Party in school
and Christmas lunch will be served on Thursday
17" December. Cost is £1.70 if your child is not

entitled to free school meals.
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